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THAT I may not Ds 
4 ge William Gris 
reg * to his Birth, a 
bute his coming among us to 
ſeveral different Perſons, 
which I might poſlibly do Hi 


Wrong, (but, moſt certainly 
do that Man an irrepa 
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The PRE F A e f. 
jury, to whom I ſhould falſely 


impute fo great a Crime, as 
ſending ſuch an Animal into 
the World,) I fay, that I may 
keep clear of this Imputation, 
I will frankly own, that nei- 
ther His Temper, his Succeſs, 
nor his Honeſty, were at any 


Time more uncertain than his 
Birth. 


So that whether Grigg was 
his Name, or whether it was 
3 him by his School-fellows, 
tor being a merry, and a wan- 


ton Wag in his Youth, I will 
not undertake to determine 
What inclines me tothink it his 
_omn Name, is, that I latel y 
met with ſome private Memoirs 


of a Man called * liam Grigg, 
whole _ | 


The PRERP ASE 

-whoſe Character ſo exactly cor- 
reſponds with what I know of 
my F riend Will, that I am 


mightily inclined to thank 1 it his 
H IST.ORY. 


I cannot indeed ſay, that 1 
| 1 any Particulars of my 
Friend Wills Family, that an- 
ſwer to the Account of Griggs 
Family in this Hi for), except 
it be that of his Marriage: But 
as I am quite at a Loſs to know 
what his Extraction really was, 
| ſee no Reaſon why this may 
not prove the Diſcovery of that 
much-delir'd Partof my Friend's 
_ Hiſtory, ſince in every. other 
. the T Griggs agree 
ſo l 


n 


PREFPACc R. 


IT berefore I ſhall conclude 


them to be the ſame, and pro- 
ceed as you will fee, if you 
take the Pains to read what 
follows -. 
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William Grigg, &c. 
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The Charaftr of Goody Grigg. Her 


Dream. Cunſults Margery Withers the 
Witch. A wonderful Prophely. Wills 


youthful Pranks. 


O-body could be more eſteemed in 
Ft their own Pariſh, than Goody 
Grigg, Wills Mother, was in Snarlton. 


She was a regular, ſober, orderly kind of 
Woman, and no way addicted to Goſſip- | 
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ing from Lion to Houſe, or ſpreading 
Scandal and Abuſe among her Neigh- 
bours wherever ſhe came, as if ſhe were 
the Curate's Wife, or a Perſon of Quality. 
But, Vill took not after the mild Diſpo 
ſitions of his good Mother, as may ap- 
pear from the Sequel of this curious and 
entertaining Hiſtory, and the many peri- 
lous Adventures occaſioned thereby. | 
When Mrs. Grigg found herſelf great 
with Child, ſhe. at firſt, as all Mothers 
are, Was very deſirous of having a Boy; 
but, at laſt, ſhe had ſo many terrifying 
Dreams about her Infant; (occaſioned by 
ſome Scruples of Conſcience, which are 
accounted for in the following Chapter, 
and to which we refer you) that, it is 
ſaid, ſhe began beartily to wiſh, never 
to have been in that fruitful Condirion. 
One Night ſne dreamt that ſhe was 
brought to 11 of a Fre- brand, which 
ld the poor Midwife, flew about 
the Streets, and was very near ſetting 
fire to the whole Town. She thought, 
it flew alſo in the Face of the Lord of the 
Mamor, and followed my Lord' Steward 


up 
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up ad des" behind ne before, and 


every way ſo cloſe, that it ſeem'd ready 
to deſtroy him every Minute; altho' the 


could not perceive that the good Ga. 


man received the leaſt Injury. 282 
This, and many other frightful Diems 
terrified the poor Woman ſo extreamly, 
that ſhe grew quite weary of her Life. 
However, ſhe reſolved to know the wotlt 
of what ſhe was to expect, and therefore 
determined to ſteal privately away to one 
Margery Withers, a cunning Woman, 


who was look d upon to be a fort of a 


Witch, and grievouſly perſecuted by the 


Parſon of the Pariſh, for following the 


Occupation of Fortume-telling : and the 


truth is, the had more than ordinary skill 
in that way; for, I remember ſhe told 


Mr. Juſtice Gurtle, ſeveral years before it 


happened, that he wou'd die of Drinking, 


it accordingly befel. 


Mrs. Grigg had ſaree entered the old 
Woman's Chamber, when Margery, to the 


 Wondes and Surpriſe of all preſent, fell 
into a fainting Fir: And I have been 


* that many hundred Years ago, ſe- 


2a” veral | 
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[4] 
veral old Women in Italy, and other out. 
landiſs Countries, who were Fortune-tel- | 
lers in thoſe Days, uſed allo to fall into 
ſuch kind of Fits, before they would let 
People know their Minds. 
As ſoon as ſhe recovered, ſhe fixed her 
Eyes ſtedfaſtly on Mrs. Grigg, and after 
ſome few diſtortions of her Countenance, 
and wriching her Body to and fro, ſhe 
uttered this following Prediction loudly 
and diſtinctly, (altho not without ſtrange 
appearances of Grief and Concern). 


The PRE DIC TION. 


5 O woe the Day ! to Life thoult bring 

As pois nous, peeviſh, ſnarling Thing! 
Auch of Ape, and more of Hog, 
Partly Viper, partly Dog: 
Hiſſme, growlmg, full of Spite, 
Fond of Miſchief, fond to bite ! 
Tet, by ſeeking other's ruin, 

Hell but york his own undoing. 
He ſhall, oh, alas, be rotten, 
Eer his Villainy's forgotten; 


1 


[ | 5 ] | : 
® |- | : | 


Hie through Danger oft ſpall run, 
Without Fame, or : Fortune won, 
And ſpall --- (much Misfortune pap, ) 
Die of Dilcontent at 9 


And having finiſhed this Ag 4 ſhe 


foam'd at the Mouth violently, and 


ſob'd grievouſly, and could no more be 


prevail'd on to anſwer any further Que- 
ſtions. 


It is impoſſible to expreſs the Grief 


of Mrs. Grigg on this occaſion; ſhe knew, 


what ſhe would have given all the World 


not to have known; and the violence of 


her Concern and Agony, haſtened her 


Pains, and ſcarce . ſhe got into her 


own Houſe, when ſhe fell into Labour, 
and after the anguiſh of a few Hours, 
ſhe had the opportunity of ſeeing that 


Babe, which had already coſt her ſo much 


Affliction, and was likely to occaſion 
much more Miſery to the Neighbourhood 


as he grew up. 


The Actions of Will's Infancy and 
Youth, were as extraordinary as thoſe of 
his more advanced Years, all prognoſticat- 


ing | 


N T7 6 1 bs 
ing that vaſt variety of odd and uncom- 
mon Adventures, which make up the 


Hiſtory of bis Life. 1 ſhall paſs over ma- 
ny of them for brevity ſake, which I 


am aſſur d wou'd be very entertaining, 
and which wou'd excite Admiration as 


well as Delight. However I cannot for- 
bear Len one or two as a Speci- 
men, not to be paralelled in any other 
az. 

Will, from bis Infancy was As 
fiery, ſanguine, ſuſpicious, and fanciful; 


and etwas thought he had ſome extraor- 


dinary natural defect in his Sight; for 
though he ſeemed fond of prying into 
everything narrowly, yer he rarely ap- 
peared: ro fee clearly into any thing; 


which often proved the cauſe of. infinite 
Diſturbance. And he was ſo ſtubborn, 


ſo very: obſtinate and perverſe, that it 
was next to an impoſſibiſity, to beat him 
out of any opinion, that he had been 


once poſſeſſed with. 


| He accidentally at one time miſtook 


\ large flock of Sheep for an Army, and 
ahrmecd the whole Neighbourhood; and 


though 


171 
chouph he got many a Kick and Cuff 


for maintaining ſo palpable a Falihood, 
yet, had he liv'd to this Day, he would 


ſtill have perſiſted in the ſame; Story. 
In another of his Whims he ſer: fite to 
a rich Farmer's Barn, on purpoſe to 
qrive out ſome Animals, which he ſaid 
were pernicious, and might in time breed 
there, and increaſe to ſuch a Degree, as 
to overſpread, and deſtroy the whole 
Country : But the Neighbours having 
wiſely ſtop'd the Fire in good Time, thele 
terrible pernicious; Animals proved to be 
only a few, honeſt, watchful Cats, who 
had been lodged there by the Maſter of 
the Family, ro prevent 2 Increaſe of 
other Vermin that might devour him. 
N Contrivance of his was, I 
think, far ſuperior even to the for- 
mer, and was thus: One Evening, Will, 
being exceeding melancholly, X * X # * 
that * * & x, but * *x X X and KK RKK 
Impudence, *, Malts deſiderantur, 
** X, Pillory, and ** * for, ** * 
nor that, æ * &; here there hap- 
pened to be a_ vaſt Defect and Chaſm 
5 e 


"OT 
in the Manuſcript, by which, to be ſure, 
we are deprived of many facetious Ad- 


ventures, and many waggiſh and wanton , 


Pranks of this ſurprizing young Man; 

ſo that we are obliged to be content with 
continuing our Narration from his more 
mature Years; although the defective 
Account of the former- Part of his Life, 
is undoubtedly. a Misfortune which Po- 
ſterity can never ſufficiently lament. 


— ——_— _— 


CHAP: 1K 


The Uncertainty of Will's Parentage. His : 


Marriage : Sirnamed thence, The Knight 
of the Looking-Glaſſes. 


1x: S ſoon as Will was grown up to 
| A Man's Eſtate, his Friends thought - 


it abſolutely neceſſary ro have him mar- 
ried, both to ſettle the natural Wildneſs 


and Extravagance of his Temper, and at 


the ſame time to preſerve the Name and 


ſeems 


Family of the Griggs from being extinct. 
And as every Incident of Wilkam's Life, 


. 


1 4 * 
% f > 
5 f : , 
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ts not — of bent tranſmittec 
Poſter, it will not, perhaps, be un- 

ceptable to give ſome. hort Account 
of his Marriage. 

Goody Grigg, when young, was e- 


| derte not unhandſome, and of Con- 
ſequence was conſiderably admired in 


Snarltn. Her Husband, ils Father, 
was a good plain Man, not much ad- 
dicted to Gaity, and therefore he was 
ſomewhat uneaſy on perceiving that his 
Wife engaged the Eyes of Half the young 
Fellows in the Pariſh. Among the reſt; 


there was one whom ſhe was thought to 


regard with a more than ordinaty De- 


gree of Affection: He was at that Time 


Secretary to one of Lord Lyons Anceſt- 
ors, in which Employment he had ac- 
uuired a very conſiderable Fortune. This 
> merely was ſaid to be a Deſcendant 
of that renowned Earl of Warwick, cele- 


brated for ſubduing the ivtiioiable Cow 


of Dumſmore- Heath. But, however that 
may be, the Neighbours ſhrewdly ſuſ- 
pected his Intrigue with Mrs. Grigg, to 
* given Birth to that famous William, 

C 9 whoſe 
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whoſe Exploits are the Subject of . 
Hiſtorꝛ. 


This Gentleman dying, left the Bulk | 
. his Fortune to the Griggs, as ſome 
Reparation for the Injury he had done 


them, in furniſhing the Family with an 
Heir; and by this Means Vill became 


qualified to expect a Wife with a tole- 


table DoW). 


He was eagerly 18 out for a 
proper Match, when at laſt he fixed on 
a young Woman bred in a plain, humble 
Way y, the Daughter of a ſubſtantial, ho- 
neſt Tradcſman,. who was Spectacle- ma- 
ker to the Parſon of Snarlton; from 
whence, in Raillery, his Companions, 


firnamed him, The Knight of the Looking- 
Glaſſes. - 


For ſome few 3 Will lived not un- 


comfortably with his Spouſe ; but grow- 
ing weary of his Happineſs, and inſtigated 
by an ambitious Phrenzy, he proceeded, 


as you will find, recounted in the next 
Chapter. 


| 00 H A p. 
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The Hiftory of Lord Lyon, and Squire : - Sg 
man, his Steward. Their Charafters. 


Will Project . to have him ef * 
Steward. 


HE Town of _— AS ONE 
by Lord Lyon, obleman who 


Was N beloved by his Tenants, 


for uncommon Diſpoſitions of Leni- 


ty, and Indulgence, which he was fond 
of expreſſing on every Occaſion that of- 


fered. They all made Eſtates under him; 
for he Was e to avoid giving them 
the ſmalleſt Cauſe to complain of any 


manner of Oppreſſion, or Grievance 
| whatſoever. And had not Will been pol 
ſeſſed with an unhappy, reſtleſs, turbu- 


lent Spirit, he might have had as many 
Opportunities of making his Fortune un- 
der that generous Nobleman, as any other 
Tenant on his Eſtate. 


But the true Source of Ms Misfor- 


tune, was, a violent Antipathy which he 


conceived againſt Squire Trueman, who 
| G2 Was 


. N 


his Maſter's 8 
Stewards haye to leſſen and embezzle: Vet 
he was cautious in uſing any Methods to 


T7 


was Steward to Lord Lyon, ahd had, for 


the moſt. Part, the Management of his 2 
Fortune. 5 


h Squire Trueman, had been for ma- 
ny Years in the Family, 8 loyed in the 


ſame Office, and approved imſelf to be 
a faithful, honeſt Servant, both to the 


late Lord, as well as the preſent. 


He bad a greater Anxiety to improve 
Fa nt-Roll, than moſt other 


anſwer his Purpoſe, which might have the 
leaſt Appearance of Hardſhip or E xtor- 
tion. 

His great Fideliry gained him the 
Eſteem of his Maſter, and the Love of 
all the Family. His Lord's Friends were 
accounted his own, and he was never at 
eaſe, till he had rewarded every good 
Office, done either to his Maſter or bim- 
ſelf. 1 whole Body of the Tenants 
were pleaſed with their Situation, and 


wiſhed for no greater Share of Happineſs 
| than | my enjoyed. 


[ESE 


E- 


In 


_— — —— —— OD ww 


fare Diſappointment. Upon which 
broke forth in the following pathetick | 


/ 


[ 13 ] 


* 
_—_ 


In this. proſperous Condition . were 


Lord: Lyons Affairs, when Will firſt took 


it into bis Head to hope for the Rever- 


ſion of a very beneficial Farm, for the 
Management of which, it was known, 
that he was abſolutely unqualified. And 
as his hope was fixed upon a very ſhal- 
low Foundation, namely, an extraordinary 


Opinion of bis owa Abilities, it was nv 


reat Wonder if he met with an oY 


manner. | | A 124 } 1 
« Unfortunate Grigg ! How are thy 


* 
* 


Hopes blaſted -- And how are thy 


« flattering Expectations overturned - ! 


„ Why ſhould this Trueman have more 


ce Influence over my Lord than thou? 
« Art not thou every Way better qua- 


« lified to direct and manage his Af- 


c 


* 


fairs, than that plodding Fellow? 1 


« will away to my Lord; I will tell 


« him my Mind freely, that, neither 
e He, nor his Steward, know any thing 
of his Affairs; that I have a Right to 
* give my Advice, and if he will follow 

e it - +, 


* 


« 


& 


[ 14 ] 
« it , Grigg is the only accompliſhed 
« Man For his Purpoſe --. If I can- 
« not 'perſwade him to turn off that 
50 Squire of his, I will raiſe the Indigna- 
ce tion of the whole Tenants againſt 
te him, and never reſt till I have fixed 
« my ſelf in his Stirrups. I will draw 
be the Sword, and fling away the Scabbard ; 
J will:purſue him even to Deſtruckion. 
After this paſſionate Soliloquy, away 
flew Will to Lord Lyon s olg and the 
Conſequence of this Adventure you will 
find in x the next * 
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The Dialogue between Lord Ling and 


William Grigg, concerning Squire True- | 
man. Will's Madneſs. 


FT hap happened ſomewhat de for 

Will, that he came to Lord 2 at 
a Time when his Lordſhip was taken up 
wich ſome very important Buſineſs; and 
therefore it cannot be doubted that Wall 
grew intolerably frerful and impatient, to 
bavean Opportunity of putting his Scheme 
in Execution. At laſt, after ſome Hours 
waiting, he was admitted, and ſpake 


As follows. 


* « Ml. My Lord, I am come out of 
pure Friendſhip to you, and out of 
moſt ſincere Affection to your Te- 


nants, to acquaint you, that your Steu- 
ard is both an arrant Fool and a 


c 


A 


8 


„1. Knave ---], Nay---, never ſtart, my 


* For Will's S vide almoſt "__y Page i in the 
Crafiſman.  Cr—ſ—a. | 


« 8 SS | AY Lord 


„„ 

| « Lord-- -; for by G - - he has ruined 
1 ce your Fortune, and your Reputation 
d together: He blunders in every thing 
1 ee he undertakes, and bungles ſo horridly, 
« that you are now the ſtanding Jeſt of 
ce all your Neighbours. 

Lord Lyon. © Theſe are indeed very 
& heavy Imputations, and were they 


* 


te true, I ſhould immediately abandon 
c him. But as I have had 1 5 Expe- 
ec rience of his Honeſty, and of his per- 
« fect Underſtanding in my Affairs, it 
[| te would be ungenerous in me to diveſt 
| | « him of my Eſteem, before I have 
i e ſtrong and convincing Proof of what 
'F © you aſſert. LE 
fi 1 5 Will. « Proof, my Lord ! Why - - - 
it! « What Proof would you have - - -2 I 
| « fayit---, and I ſwear it , that 
it « by G--- he is a Dunce, a Tool, a 
it! « Villain —— am not I to be credi- | 
I « red —— ? What Reaſon can I have | 
6 ce to trouble my Head about your Bu- 
it ec ſineſs, if it were not entirely for your 


* own Intereſt — 2 Why — all your 
« Tenants are up in Arms againſt you -» ! 


« They 


3 4 

They will fire your Houle about your 

31 « Fars, if that confounded Squire be not 

: < turned out of the Family . | 
f Lord Lyon. © Are then my Tenants 1 


« to be my abſolute Directors and Go- 
y "© VETNGH FF: . 
y | Vi. «© Why — my Lord, hes 
n | © grown ſo rich, That he could pur- 
&- | < chaſe a Lordſbip himſelf ! | 


r- Lord Lyon. His Riches, Friend, give | 
it ce me no kind of Uneaſineſs; nor can 
> te they be any juſt Cauſe of Complaint 
ve © againſt him. I ſhould rather eſteem 
ar | © it as a Reproach to me, if, after ha- 
eving worn out the better Part of his 
1 « Life in the Fatigue of my Service, 


he were not able ſplendidly to pro- 
5 vide for a Retirement in his leſs active 
6 Years. If he be grown Rich, it is 
without Fraud to me, or Oppreſſion 
of my Tenants; without leſſening 
my Eſtate, or doing any thing unbe- 
coming my Honour, and his own 
© Reputation. And therefore I mult 
ſtill deſire further Evidences of his 
« Miſconduct. Hoy 


_ 
_” 
A 


' 3 


'D wall 


18) 


Will. « 7---5 my Lord, miſconduct.—- 


why every Word, every Action of his 
whole Life, every Bargain he makes 
for you, every Meſſage and Meſſenger 


he ſends, are all Evidences, ſtrong E- 


vidences, of his Miſconduct! Every 
Creature can ſee his Faults, but you: 
[ tell you, once more, he is not fit 


for his Employment —, by G--- he is 
not; and therefore, charge him =». 


ende how my Lord Tawnys 


* Shepherd ſeized one of your Sheep, 


though ir never fed in any of his 
Field: , and , remember — a 
thouſand things more —, and all Ar- 
ticles of Miſconduct -=-, 
Lord Lyon. As to the Article of the 
Sheep, I am promiſed Reparation, 
which, I think to be all that I can 
reaſonably demand; and as for your 
thouſand things more «==, 
Will. Piſh! Plague on all 3 
people ſay I, that will not believe their 
beſt Friend ! I fee it is to no * 
poſe to talk to you any longer ---. 
tell you again and again, that _ 
cc * Steward 


LOT” 
ce Steward is a Knave, a Sot, and a Fool, 
* and ſince you will not credit my O- 
« pinion, you ſhall hear more of it—. 
At this, ll began to rail moſt abo- 
| minably, and uttered in his Rage, ſeve- 
ral abuſive Expreſſions againſt the honeſt 
Lord himſelf : He curled his own hard 
Face; he curſed the 'Squire a thouſand 
times, and his Lord's good Nature and 
generous Temper ; till at laſt, ſhewing 
all the violent Symptoms of a frantick 
Perſon, he was ordered to be turned out 
of Doors, and was very near being ſent 
to a Houſe of Correction, to teach him 
to treat his Superiors with more Deference 
and Reſpect. 7 

Vet, by accident, he had the owed 
Luck to eſcape the Danger of this Ad- 
venture ; which tempted him to under- 
take otters equally perilous and of leſs 
fortunate Event. / 
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Will rurns Fortune teller. His remarkable 
Advertiſement in Snarlton. Diſcovered 
to be 2 real en 

Act 
N E E D not acquaine thee (candid 
Reader) that the whole aim of William 


Was now to raiſe a popular Clamour a- 


gainſt my Lord's Steward, and by that 
means to have him turned out of his 
Office : For, this deſign of his ſeemeth 
ſufficiently plain from the foregoing 
Chapters of this curious (tho true) Hi- 


ſtory. And whoe'er thou art who doſt 


peruſe this Volume, thou mayeſt herein 
obſerve, how Ambition, or Envy, doth 
uicken the Invention of Man; for, 
wi was one Project deſtroyed, but a- 
nother was immediately ripe in the Brain 
of William: Of which I ſhall give thee a 
further Inſtance, as conciſe as may be. 
The Diſcouragements Grigg had met 
with already, lay heavy upon his Spirits 
for ſeveral Hours, till at laſt he reſolved 
to fi himſelf like a Fortune-teller, by 


chat | 
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that means, to alarm the whole Town 
with his Predictions, to inveigh bitterly a- 
gainſt rhe "Squire in particular, and to 
manage matters, if poſſible, in ſuch a 


manner as to inflame the Minds of 7 all the 


Tenants againſt him. 


Purſuant to this Schome * faxed: ;- 
broad Patch upon his right Eye; and 


dreſs d himſelf, not like the old Conjurers 6 


and Fortune- tellers, (who were hn ro 
have ſome underhand dealings with evil 
Spirits) in a long black Robe, with a 


| white Wand in his Hand; but choſe to 


appear in a Dreſs more fuirable to his 
Talents and Devices, like a Grave Bench- 
er of Gray's Im: And having taken care 
to provide Lodgings fit for his Purpoſe, 
he ſent out Advertiſements, with a full 
account of his own great Abilities in that 
ſurpriſing Art which he profeſſed. 

1 Perhaps, (Reader) ir may not be look'd 
upon as improper, here to ſubjoin a Co- 


py of his Advertiſement, as a remarkable 
Piece of , and . 


ADVE R. 
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ADVERTISEMENT T, 


„ This is to give Notice, that the ce- 
cc. 


lebrated All. knowing, ' All-foreſeeing Doc- 
tor, Aſtrologer, and Philoſopher, Caleb 
Miemerafe, who hath ſeen all the 
Worlds Vunders, and knows more Won- 


ders than he hath ſeen ; who rides up- 
on the Swift Horſe of Fore-knowledge, 


and fees Events many Years before 
they are to happen; who is ſo clear 
ſighted that he can peep into a Mill- 
Stone, and ſee the inmoſt Parts of it 


with as great Penetration as any other 
Man living; is lately ſettled in this fa- 
mous and antient Town of Snarlton : 
© He not only undertakes to tell the 
Fortunes of r Perſons, but of 


States and Kingdoms alſo; and per- 


forms many things too ſurpriſing for 
common Belief, © 


«© He may be ſpoke with every Mon: 


day and Frodeyfiben Morning to Night : 
Bur thoſe who want Advice, are deſi- 
red to be ſpeedy, for in a ſhort time 


the Doctor will appear only on one 


Day 


8 1 


0 Day of the Week, which wil be re 


cc Saturday. 


N. B. „ As his dan . to 
« this Noble Art of Fortune telling, is to 
ce ſerve his Country, all Perſons who ſhall 
ce be pleaſed to conſult him, may have 


« his Opinion for the ſmall munen of 7 


< Two Pence per Time. 

This Advertiſement, to be ſure, alarm- 
ed the whole Town. The Politicians were 
all mad to inquire into the future State of 


the Natian; and all the Wenches and 
g Fellows were not leſs eager to know 


"the Event of their ſeveral Amours : So 


that the Doctor was likely to have Buſi- 
neſs enough upon his Hands, had his Ca- 
pacity been any way anſwerable to bis 
Advertiſement. ; 
It would exceed the mad Bounds 


of this Hiſtory, to ſet down the Particu- 


lars of Grigg's Adventures, during the 
Time of his acting this Farce. But, 


although an Hiſtorian ought to ſtudy 


Conciſeneſs, as well as Truth, yet it allo 


ſeems as requiſite to relate all fol Facts, | 
which are any way neceſſary to the De- 


coration, 


L 

coration, or the perfecting of his Work. 
And this ſhall be my Reaſon for introdu- 
cing ſome of that infinite Multitude of 
Adventures which occurred to our dil- 
Salle and crafty Furtune- teller. 2 

It happened one Morning, that ſeve- 
| * Gentlemen came to his Chambers, 
meerely out of Curioſity, to ſee ſo ex- 
traordinary a Man ; and ſcarce were 
they ſeated, after the uſual Ceremonies 
on ſuch Occaſions, when Will aroſe, and 
ſtood forth: A While he rolled his Eye- 
Balls round in a wonderful Manner, — 
imitating a Prophetick Stile and Geſture, 
be thus addreſſed his Viſitors. a 

* Ve worthy and renou ned Citi- 
ce zens of Snarlton, rejoyce at. your good 
« Fortune; that I am qualified, and 
& alſo deſirous to inform you of the Dan- 
, gers which threaten your City, 

;*© ſee! Iſee! the approaching Hour, 
ce when the Sees of this Town ſhall 


* Criticks, e love to Pick . out of every 
Thing, imagine that this alludes to the Craftſman's 
Papers, which foretel the Miſery of England, nder 
the preſent --ths 6a 


8 ſiteam 


„ 
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4 ſtream down wich Blood; and War ati 
« Hoſtility ſhall ravage your Houſes - - = 1 
«And the Steward of Snarlton ſhall cauſe 
« this Diſaſter, and bring cheſe Miſe 
< fortunes by his horrid- Contrivarice; 
hen every Hand ſhall brandim 4 
Sword, and nothing be ſeen but Bark 
4 Eyes, and Hoody Neft. Then fliall 
% my Lord's 'Squit# break his Neck 5 ot 
« die in a Dich ; or be kicked out of 
% Doors; or be hangedy | for making 
4 bad Bargaitis ; or ſoitie of your, Gen- 
ce ſemen, Sur vor regard to EY 'E6rd's 
< Eſtate, may O hic Throat, or f o 
e him our F Window t' And then, ard 
« not till ther, ſhall this Town be eaſed 
4 f all her Afflictions. Beware, 1 hay, 
ee beware; for,” this! ſhall mevitab! y hap- 

xc" pert before the Sun ſhall cool his len- - 
e ing Locks even; aimes in Ocean's 
* ir ne n 10 B * 

The Umpatience 0 theſe” Genletnen 
«ft the Expiration of the Time limited 
for the Accompliſhment of this amizitig 


NY} £ 43 
13 


20 


m a Fox's Ja, about Aoſfwarion [j w» 
" RN ef 56: 22006 ew, 


5 


hw. 


Prediftion,' is no more to be deſcribed, 
than their Indignation afterward, on 
finding that not any one Circumſtance 
| 9k it was likely to bappen true. In a 
” violent Rage they ran to the Appartment 
14 of the Counterfeit Doctor, and were not 


14 lerupulous to tell him to his Face, chat he 


{CE, 


which you thought to be inevitable. 

ill. D n the Steward! He 
c avert Evils! I cell you, he is a Bungler, 
a notorious Bungler, without the leaſt. 


gt in Py Affairs he is em- 


8 was a knaviſh Impoſtor, On Thich ſub- 
* La aroſe; this Dialogue. Ve. 


Wl « 1 9 ECL RIGS * 
& to hs: very utmoſt of my Knowledge, 
e and if Things have happened contrary 

to my Deſire, or Expect ation, be plea- 

— ſed to impute it all to my Lord's 

Steward, and not to me; for it is all 


e through him that Matters have not 


taken i den. 1 ſaid they would. 


12 


et we are 1 7 > wa to the 


Steward for averting ſo many Evils 


911 


ws wt 


c ployed 


Som CD. WE 


2 
LY 


2 
* 


ee 


ts). 


| ploy ed in. I affirm; confidently, that 
he hach abominably miſmanaged bis 


Maſter's Eſtate, aud that all the Qui- 


etneſs and Wealth that appears in 


Snarlton Pariſh, Is entirely accidental, F 
and no way the Reſult of bis Honeſt 


or Diſcretion. 
Gent. Why, Doffor, this Poſition of 


yours, methinks, ſounds very abſurdly. 


Did not the Steward publickly os 
that the ſeveral Steps he was taking, 


were deſigned to improve my Lords 
Eſtate, to ſecure quiet poſſefien to the 
Ttnants, and to make the whole Town 
more rich and flouriſhing - --2 and 
'now he has fixed us happily in this 


Condition, for which he hath been fo 
induſtrious, can ic be called only the 
meer Effect of Accident? 


Will, “ Meer Accident, Gentlemen, 
believe me, meer Accident - - He 
is a Blunderer, a palpable me 

_ diſhoneſt, fooliſh, balf- wit ted Fellow N 

| Knave, a 

Gent. Hold Friend; Iam an 
chat whatever he may be, we all can 


E * ce (wear 


280 


« -{wear. that Jon are no Conjirer ; for 
« which. you would willingly paſs on the 
cc W orld. Therefore prepare to receive 
4 a juſt.. Puniſhment, for | impoſing. fo 
2 groſsly on the Towns-folk, and abuſing 
4 Gentleman of ſo much Wen as 

ce * "Squire Trueman. 


At 985 <A of 3 laid hold < the 
. 4. Furtune- teller, and they were all 
ae enough of their Inſults, ng mali- 

Jeſte on their Priſoner. He re- 
Sa a [ſevere Tweak of the Naſe from 
one, and a villainous Cuff from another. 
At laſt, when they wete heattily fatigued 
ith puniſhing him, they got a Fool's Cap 
pe Bells, and fixed them on Griggs Head; 
nor was it a ſmall Satisfaction to W 
to perceive that it fitted the Inpoſtor to a 
Miracle. He was thought to be made 
for the Cap, and the Cap for him; ſo that 
having expoſed him to publick View in 
a contemptible and ridiculous Habit, 
ſome of the Beadles were employed to * | 
him e out of e Gate. 


Will 


TW] 

Will never flinched at all this hard 
Treatment, but carefully concealed his 
Face with both his Hands, 1 that no Body 
diſcovered Grigg in this Enterprixe. He 

tan through the Streets pelted and hoored 
at, deſpiſed, and ridiculed; and wich much 

Pain and Patience bore his beating, with 

all the Reſolution of an Aſe, and made 

ne | the beſt of his way through another Gate 
all of the Town, te his own Houſe ; where 

li- in ſome Time he recollected his ſcattered 

e- Spirits, and contrived another Scheme, 


m not leſs extraordinary, or leſs memorable : 
* _ of the former. 


" S030 Sa N * 


1 
4 


zl | 


0 31 


CHAP. vl. 


Some * of Will nel 1 
Character. Turns, Ballad - maker. His 
Speech at Snarlton Town - Houſe on 
Ballad - Singing: With the wo f 
that memorable OI 


II. were in vain for me to pretend to 

deſcribe the Perplexity, Rage, Indig- 
nation, and Rancour of ill, at his un- 
expected Diſappointment. At firſt he 
had Thoughts of making away with him- 
ſelf, (a Cuſtom very frequent among us 
Engliſhmen, upon any extraordinary Oc- 
caſion; ) but wanting a little Reſolution, 
and being ſtill very eager to perſecute the 
Steward - - -; he laid aſide his firſt Inten- 
tion, and FA himſelf to contrive ſome 
better Method to accompliſh his Revenge 
on the Squire. 

I ought to have hinted bebvee, that 


Will had ſome ſmall Education, by which 


he had acquired a ſmattering of ſeveral 
Foreign Tongues, He was Maſter of a 


molt 


JV PE. 


be thought a Cunning 


Al 


in this way. 15 

He had 3 a 18 1 to 
Man, and to be re- 
putedo to know more than all the reſt of 
his. Neighbours, that he might, lead the 


WHOM Pariſh as he pleaſed ; and then he 


1 


agined it would be no great Difficulty 

mA ſpoſſeſs the Steward, by railing con- 
— Clamours againſt him. 

He bethought himſelf, (and idly 
enough too, I may ſay, ) that People may 
ſoon be brought to hate thoſe, whom 
once they begin to deſpiſe 3 and therefore 
he / promiſed himſelf compleat Victory, 
if he could turn Lord Lyon himſelf, as 
well as his Eſquire, into Ridicule and 
"= Ani ad accordingly, 


1 ww — * 39 / * 
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of Bullad:Singing 
« Mind permitted 0 the worthy,” and 


* Liberty of the Preſs. 
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© His firſt Scheme was to write bitter 


5 Ballad, againſt them both, and hire Folks 


to ſing them under their Windows; and, 


teſt the People ſhould: be offended- at ſuch 
inſulting Treatment of two Perſons, who 


wee extremely beloved among the Te- 


| natits, ill had a {mall Stage erected near 


the Lam Honſe, and there made the fol- 
lowing publick ſpirited Speech, on the firſt 
ib alter his mad nene i 


a+ Ys © 


* 4 It * cem -ſuprividns to -y66; 
«0 Townſmen, Countryman;' and Friende, 
< to be addreſſed in this moſt ſolemn 


% Matiner ; but, when 1 tell you,” that 


Lappear here, as an Advocate for your 
ce Privileges; as an uttet Enemy to Dies 
tc and Fools, and as a Profeſſed Hater of 


cc Op} preſſion,” I hope you will artend | 
« to me, and be all of the lame 120 
er noutable Opinion. d 


&« You know, the- Bolkeuſtwe Cuſtom 
has been Time our of 


* Vid. No. II. and No. Iv. If the craft 3 vol. 1. 


er 


L 33 J 
te free Inhabitants of Snarltbu; andͤ it is 
a Privilege; my Countrymen, that you 
« cannot, muſt nor, ſhall not be depri- 
ved of, while Grigg has Power to main 
| « tain, and vindicate your Rights. 
i < Underſtand me, Gentlemen, 1 do not 
« mean by Ballad Singing, ſimply the 
« compoling melancholy' Tales, to be 
„ ſung to melancholy Tunes. — No, 
« my Friends; but in ancient T imes, 
« when the Lord of the Mamor had any 
e Intrigues, or, when his Steward, mark 
cc me there, I fay, when his Steward miſ- 
ce behaved himſelf, then was it the x 
ce Cuſtom to tell them their Faults in 
„ Ballade, and abuſe them 70 ſome Iune; 
© and yet they never ſtrove to puniſh, 
ce the Compilers of ſuch Performances, 
« nor the harmleſs People who ſung, and 
ce yended them about the Streets. 
©& Do ye not remember, how the 
ei Scripture bids you; Þ Lift up your Voice 
« hb 4 Trumpet ? I can tell vou bet. 
e ter than the Parſon of the Pariſh, what 
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cc that meant —. It means, that you 
60 Thould Write, ſing, ſpread, and roar 
et about the Streets, Ballads, Pamphlets, 
e Libels, and other well deſigned Com- 
e politions, a againſt inſolent Stewards to 
« Great, Men ——. The Meaning you 
64 ſee is obyious —— very obvious —. 
« And Tombs, to: convice you, that in 
” old Time, *-Though Aftions were con 
2 0 Jet Words ere anche e, 
« I mult acquaint you, 
That near 1800 Year 290, one 
* Auguſtus, who was King in Rome, had 
e one Caſſins whipped ver levere] ly, and 
&« ſet in the Stocks, for - inging a Ballad. 
15 againſt him and ſome of. his Officers 3 
and ſeveral of his Succeſſors were as cruel 
in their Treatment of thoſe who wrote 
ce i[|-natured- Ballade againſt them, or 
ce [ibelled their Government. But as thoſe 
were bad Precedents, and happened near 
« 1800 Year ſince, the World ought 


« certainly to be now of a very diffe- 
rent Npivion, | 


« Believe 


31. 


0 chere me, Gem emen, alt m 
4 Lord. ot his Steward.” deprive”: you 
« that valuable Privilege, of abuſi a 


A. 


0 


eit her himſelf, or any of his Far 
* whenever, or in what manner y 
« pleaſe, o as the Abuſe be only confi- 
« ned to Words, 1 tell you Countrymen, 


* 


cc- 


* 


* that then you may give up all your 


cc Leaſes, run away from your Farms, 
e hang your ſelves, ſwallow Poiſon, of 


« ſer Fire to all your Poſſeſſions : Baur, if „ 


ee m y Opinion were to be taken, it were 
ce 85 firſt to ſet Fire to his own Houſe, 
« and burn him, and his Steward roge- 
« ther, before they can attempt ſuch an 
Encroachment on * Liberties 2 


Having finiftied his Ovation ke Jefcend- > 


ed, expecting the loud Applauſe of the 
whole Multitude, but all was ſilent; nor 
was there one Tongue moved in his Fa- 


vour. One ſtared, another gaped, a 


third asked what he meant, while others, 
for the Sake of poor Goody Grigg, pitied 


| the Madneſs of her Son ; for to a a Cifor- 
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dered Brain the greateſt Part of the Neigh- | 


bours imputed this wild Behaviour. 

No one ever heard before, that Lord 
Ly on had the leaſt Deſign to deprive his 
Fenants of the uſual Pease and Enter- 
tainment of having Ballads of any kind 
| ſung. in their Streets ; nor did they much 

approve of Griggs Interpretation of that 
ee Seripture: Nay, ſome of them 
even thought it was little ſhort of Pro- 

phanation, to miſapply it in ſuch a man- 
ner, However, Will ſneaked away not 
at all diſheartned, compoſed a very ſcurvy 
Ballad againſt the Steward, with ſome 
Side-ſtrokes at my Lord; and hired a 
Fellow to ſing it juſt under their Win» 
.dows. 

The Indignation of the 3 on 
this Occaſion was inexpreſſible: * What, 
« (ſaid they,) inſult my Lord in his own 
« Houſe, and the good Eſquire too 
He ſhall ſmart for this Infolence - - - 1 
« Baſe, unmannerly Fellow -- - This 
© is all Griggs Contrivance -- - It is no 
e hard Matter to gueſs who ſet him at 
«© Work ---. 1 every one 


was 


Tai 
was willing to ſhew all poſſible Marks of 
Reſentment ; the Fellow was hurried a- 
way firſt to the Szocks, and then a Con- 
ſultation was held whether they ſhould not 
fix him three Market-Days in the Duckmg- 
Stool -: But the poor Hirelmg ſeeming 
in great Terror, and ſwearing never to do 
the like again, he eſcaped from the Fury 
of the Populace., 5 
Will having purchaſed the Fellows Si- 


lence at a pretty round Rate, remained 


as yet undiſcovered, although very much 
diſappointed; and his Concealment ex- 
cited him to contrive a more effectual 
Way to torment, if not ruin his Antago- 
niſt: And, to that End, he fixed upon 


the Adventure which makes the Subject 


of the next Chapter. 
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cage if fey PITTS LT * 
1 Aſtrologers, Prophecies, Vi- 
ſions, Dreams, Impoſtors, and many 


. other ſingular Adventures, not altogether 
inprojtable, or Rn 


W 


HIL E Will was ame out a 
new Device, to plague, or pre- 
ice 'Syuive Trueman; there came acci- 


Gypſies, who had been Wills old Com: 
panions; the greateſt Part of his Infancy 
having been ſpent in ſtroling with ſuch 

Sort 05 Company. The Nature of this 
Scciety, called Gypſies, is known to 
every Body; that they are a wanton, diſ- 
orderly Set of People, deſpiſing Laws, 
without the leaſt Principles of Honeſty, or 
Honour ; and have a nominal King of 


their own, whoſe Intereſt they are bound 


to promote, in Oppoſition to that of any 
other real: Prince. This was a Circum- 


tance of great Joy to Hilliam, and he 


began 


dencully into Snarltum a Company 'of 


E 


(9 1 


. immediately to conſider how. to 
make a — Ub of them, during 
their Stay in that 1 Nan. 

He was, all his Life long, a profeſſed 
Admiter of ,Aftrologers, Phyſiognomiſts , 
Water. Caſters, Palm - Viewers, © Natiwity- 
mongern and otlier celebrated Arciſts of 
Moor. fields, and Barbican, And. it was 
thought, he received that Turn of Mind 
from the Influence of Margery. Withers, 
(of whom you have heard before in this 
FHiſtory,) and who prognoſticatrd fo re- 
| Kage 6 the Fer] i of Wilkam: 
Among the Male Gypſies, there was one 
Fellow of an extreme odd Humour : He 

fancied himſelf, or, (which anſwered the 
| ſame Purpole,) laboured to make other 
Folks fancy him a real Prophet; and in 
this Character he went up and down in 
the Country, telling his Dreams; from 
whence, ſome obſtinate People aſſerted, 
That he was only an Old Voman in Diſs: 
guiſe. However, that Dilpuco ra 
not to our Hiſtory. 

This ſtrange Fellow "rs Gb * 
ae * Been. and _— 


r 


[ol 
Will. having firſt fed him handſomely, 
and then acquainted him with his Inten- 
tion, he directed him to go the next 
Market-Day, into the moſt publick Places 


of the Town, and pronounce in a pr 


Manner, a Dream, which he would take 
Care to deviſe, that ſhould have ſome little 


Reſemblance both of a Propheſie and a 


Viſion ; ſo that the Hearers ſhould not know 


what le dil i. Bac above ll, he er. 
joyned him ſtrict Secrecy, and as he was 


ſomewhat afraid of the Event, he. made 
him ſwear never to diſcover the Author 
of the Dream. SF OI" OT.” 
The Fellow, ſoon grown perfect in his 
Leſſon, appeared in publick, in fo ſingu- 
lar a Shape, that the Town's-Folk knew not 
what to make of him. Vaſt Crowds 

followed, ſome out of Curioſity, others 
with a Deſign to watch his Intentions, 

which were ſuſpected to be none of the 
moſt honeſt; and others with a wanton 


Inclination to pelt him in his Ramble. _ 


However, having at laſt ſtopped in 


one of the molt publick Streets, he caſt up 
his Eyes 200 | Heaven 5 the | ſpread out his ; 


Arms 


( 4¹ 
Arms as in an Extaſy; he dragged a long 


Sigh out of his Stomach, and then thus 
uttered his ſurpriſing Viſion. 

* c Attend —— ! Attend — ! o 
« ye People, and let the Ears of your 
e Attention be open -— ! In Snarlton 
« Meadows I lay down to Sleep, and a 
ee Viſion was the Child of my Slum- 
ce ber — ! I lifted my Eyes, and I ſaw, 

<* one of the Anceſtors of Lord Lyon, in 
dreadful Array, and horrid Conten- 
. tion burned between Him and his Vaſ- 
- * fals. On one Side was heard the crack- 
ling of Cudgels, and on the other, wel 
ce clincking of Swords. When lo 
ce to my great Aſtoniſhment, my Lord 
ce iſſued forth, and ſigned a large Roll of 

& Parchment, at which, loud Shouts o 

ce Acclamation were heard, and the Parch- 

« ment flew into the Air ; which Volume 1 
found, upon nicer Inſpection, to be a 

&« Leaſe of Snarlton Common, for the Be- 

« nefit of the Occupiers of the adj nt 

© Lands. After many ſurprizing Acci- 


W 


* 


* 


* 


1 Vid. No. XVI. Vol. I. of "wy Crafcſinan Camilick's 
Viſion. | 
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dents, too tedious to relate, I ſaw 1! O 


wonderful ---! O terrible — ! I faw, 
cc 


the preſent Lord's Steward come forth, 
and ſnatch at the adotable Parchment. 
I faw him break off the Seal of his 


Maſter, and trample the Leaſe with 


the Dirt of his Feet. I ſaw him pro- 


ceed to Rapine and Violence. The 
Parſon of the Pariſh had a Rope round 
his Neck, and the richeſt of the Te- 
nants were turn d out a begging. At 


laſt, I ſaw my Lord, beholding the 


ec Tumult; and no 3 had he diſ- 


miſſed his Steward, but every thing 
appeared as it ſhould be. 
Well ---, and (ſays an arch Wag who 


ſtood at the Prophet's Elbow) is this 


Truth Friend --- has my Lord's Steward 
really taken away our Leaſe of the (on- 


mon, which gave us ſo many extenſive 


Privileges -? has he abuſed the Parſon ſo 
vilely, and ſent all the Tenants a beg- 


ging ? O Lord Sir - no, anſwers the 


Vi ſi oniſf trembling, not at all Sir , not 


et Sir --- upon my Word --- not yet ==, 
*ewas only my. Dream —, thar's all 3 
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a meer Dream -- a Viſion --. But yet 

Dreams ſometimes may happen to come 

true. Why --, thou old Impoſtor , thou 
pretending prophetical Knave thou, 

(ſays another) how can this ever happen, 

without my Lord's Conſent, and he is. 

too honeſt to have ſuch a Deſign 2 what 

has the Steward to do in this Aﬀair -- ? 

what Attempt has he ever made to break 

our Leaſe, or interrupt us in the quiet 
Poſſeſſion of our Privileges -- ? away ==, 

thou abominable Knave, and let me tell 

thee , the Devil that whiſper d this 

Dream in your Ear has brought you into 

a damnable- Scrape --. At this, one be- 

gan to pluck his Beard, another cudgell'd 

his Shoulders, and the reſt were as buſi- 

ly employed in pelting him with Dirt, 

Stones, dead Cats, and other filthy Ma- 

terials, whilſt he roard out for Mercy, 

crying, it was only a Dream, a lying 

Dream —, a Viſion ---, or, what they 
would —. At laſt, in a moſt pitiful Pickle 

he was brought before Juſtice Plump, who 

5 ordered him to be detain'd in the Houle 
ol Correction, to feaſt for a Month on 
ES | 6 Bread 
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Bread and Water, and there to wait for 
fulfilling of his Propheſy; of the accom- 
pliſhment of which there is not the leaſt 
Appearance, even unto this Day. 

Still had William the good Fortune to 
eſcape undiſcovered ; but intolerable was 
the anxiety he ſuffered for this Misfor- 
tune. His Schemes were quite broken, 
his Proſpects ſpoiled, and all his Hopes 


once more diſperſed into Air. Where 
ſhall he turn himſelf now! What new 
Contrivance ſhall his Cunning provide, or 
what Stratagem will ſucceed where ſo 


many have already miſcarried ! Yet altho' 


ill Fortune hitherto ſeemed to trip up the 


Heels of all his Attempts, he reſolved ne- 
ver to quit his firſt Purſuit, till either he 
or the Steward were abſolutely ruin d. 


CHAP. 


43 J 
CHAP. VIII. 


Will's obſtinacy. His Invention of # new 
and ſingular kind of Squirt. His Mis- 
fortune m trymg the Experiment. His 
| Alteration and Improvement of the un- 
derful Machine. A Prodigy, and other 


memorable Adventures. 
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JN the beginning of this renowned 

and impartial Hiſtory, gentle Reader, 
thou can'ſt not be unmindful that Will 

was faid to be from his Infancy of a 

molt obſtinate, ſtubbhorn, and perverſe Di- 

ſpolition ; from whence thou mayeſt na- 

turally conclude, that it was impoſſible 
he ſhould be driven out of his preſent 

Deſign. The Szeward was ſtill a great 

Eye- ore to him, and the more unſucceſs- 

ful he had hitherto been, ſo much the 
more was his Anger and his Choler in- 

flamed. But thou ſhalt now be inform- 

ed of a moſt excellent and arch Contri- 
vance of his, which ſeemeth not unwor- 
thy of one much deeper read in the Ma- 

thematic ks 


[46] - 


| thematicks than Wills narrow Ed ucation 
could promiſe. 

" Eſquire Truman was naturally very 6 
ly in his Perſon, and my Lord himſelf 
was often pleaſed to Ws. Thar he parti- 
cularly efteemed him for that, among 
many other good Qualities. Now Wl 
being well apprized of this, ſits him down 
to contrive how to bedawb this good 
"Squire in ſuch a manner, that his Lord 
ſhould 'never endure the fight of him 
after. And, to effect thi crafty Pro- 
ject, he * invented a new Machine, and 
brought i it to great Perfection; although 
ſeveral of the Natives of Grub- Street, had 
made many unſucceſsful Attempts that 
"way before. 
It was a kind of Ser, but very dif- 
ferent from any that had appeared be- 
fore his time: It would collect, contain, 
and diſcharge more Dirt and Filth, than 
many Fre.-Engines of an hundred times its 
Size. And, whereas other Squirts had 
but one way of emptying itſelf, this had 


* This Chapter in the Original Grub-Street Copy, 
was aaſines, The Birth of the C—/—7. 


at 


u n 


at leaſt foe hundred, and was all worked 


by one Hand. 


As ſoon as is Engine was finiſhed, and 


fit for Uſe, how did the Heart of William 
leap for Joy — ! He ran immediately 
to the next Kemel; but that not proving 
balf ſufficient for a Supply, he was for- 
ced with his own induſtrious Hands to 
empty moſt of the Kennels in Snarlton. 

The honeſt Steward, as his Cuſtom 
was, buſted himſelf ſo much about his 
Maſter's Affairs, that he never gave him- 
ſelt the leaſt Uneaſineſs about Griggs paſt 
Attempts to ruin him with Lord Lyon. 


Beſide, my Lord was ſo honeſt and un- 
deſigning a Man, that he eaſi law into 


the Caule of all the Abuſe offered to the 
Perſon and Character of his Steward; and 
therefore he abſolutely diſregarded all the 
Invectives and e of the "Squire s 
Enemies. 

Will had cont his Mieses ſo well 
this time, that he thought himſelf ſecure 
of his Ends: He hired a Fellow to ſtand 
before him, while he was diſcharging the 
Engine, chat the Steward might have no 

| know 


— d 


* 


| + SG 
knowledge of the real Perſon that beſpat- 


tered him. The Fellow was' bold and re- 
ſolute, and therefore eaſily prevailed on 


by Wills Arguments, to be directed by 
1 | 

All Things being thus prepared, and 
Will carefully hid to eſcape Diſcovery, the 

Squire accidentally came in his way, and 


not in the leaſt ſuſpecting ſuch an Attack, 


found himſelf in an Inſtant, almoſt co- 
vered over with Dirt, Filch, and Kennel- 
water. His Face was beſmear'd, his whole 
Per ſon ee his Coat ſpotted and 


ſtained, and every Bit of him in ſuch a 
diſagreeable Condition, that he did not, 


for ſome Moments recover from the Sur- 


prize of ſuch an Accident. In which 


Interval, Vill contrived to ſneak away, 
and leave the poor Fellow, who had been 


employed as his Skreen, to ſtand rhe Brunt 
of the *Squire's Friends, and receive the 


Correction which he himſelf had merited 


ſo well. 


Though Grigg was very active, he did 


not make his Eſcape ſo very dexterouſly, 
but that ſeveral of my Lord's Tenants ſaw 


him 


[7 


. 
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him in his Flight: And One in particular, 
who offered to give his Oath, chat he ſaw 

William lurking behind a Hedge, after the 
dirty Jobb was over, and ready to burſt 


his Sides with laughing, at the odd Figure 
his own Villany had made of the Steward. 


The unfortunace Fellow, who ſtood in 


5 . Gap for Will, met indeed with moſt 
ſcurvy Ulage : : The: People of the Town 


were ready to tear him in Pieces, per- 


ceiving all theſe inſolent Affronts to be 


the Effects of Euvy, —_—_— and ill Na- 


Faure. 


Bur * 8 Sguire % was n 


with a vaſt Crowd, ſorne thumping and 
threatning the impudent Villain who 
skreened the Offender, and others loudly 


exclaiming againſt Grigg ; behold, a Kind 


of Prodigy appeared; for the Steward, 
who ſeemed loaded mich all the Flib of 


Snarlton Kennel, in a Moment appeared 


as clean and as unſpotted, as if he had 


never received the leaſt ill Ulage. What- 


ever was the Cauſe, I ſhall not here la- 
bour to determine, whether à Defect in 
| the. working of the Engine, or ſomewhat 


H 1 too 


2 —— 
eee 
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100 grofs in the Materials, but all ſud- 
deny dropped off him, as Water poured 


on a Globe of Chryſtal, and not one Bit 


öl the Dirt would ſtick, or left the leaſt 


Sully on tlie Parc where it fell. So that 
Will's Scheme was defeated once more; 
for theiSteward appeared as clean to his 


Lotd as ever, and of Conſequence Was 


equally high in his Eſteem. 


Y Z 


However, Grigg being too fond of his 
Machine to be diſheartned by the firſt 
Attempt, immediately reſolved upon a 
ſecond, which he tried in this, man- 


mer. | 


Will had by great Pains and Induſtry, 
contrived to have himſelf appointed a 
Veſtry Man; becauſe Eſquire Trueman, as 
the chief Manager of Lord Lyons Affairs, 
uſed conſtantly to attend there, to ſettle 


the Pariſi Taxes once a Year. Here Will 


often took great Liberties to rail, and 


watched all Opportunities to give the 


good Gentleman an unmannerly Word, in 
the Face of the whole Pariſo: But find- 


ing at laſt that he gained no Ground by 
this kind of Behaviour, he provided half 


a Dozen 


his Engine jeintly wich hHimſelf, accord- 


a Dozen * y young viſry- Ile, whom he 


had harangued into his Cauſe, to manage 


ing to the new eee he had 


made to it. 


As it was at firſt made: he? Was > e 


to appear himſelf in the working of his 
Squirt; but now be had 2 
ai ſix or ſeven different Tubes, 


reaching from the main One, to be ma- 


naged by each of thoſe. N ee © 1 


his Cauſe. 


Every one of 0 hack Odin to aim 
at no Body elſe but the Steward, while 
Will was to fit quiet, holding only the 
main Tube in his own Hand, to foppl 
all the reſt as Occaſion offered. 

Accordingly, when the Squire roſe up, 
to deſire them only to ſettle a very ſmall 
Tax for ſomewhat of univerſal Benefit, 
both to my Lord's Eſtate, and his Tenants, 
Will gave the Signal, ſet his Engine at 
work, and filled all his Tubes, which the 


2 PRE Antiquaries in Grub-Street, think this al- 
tudes to the Debares about a Standing Army, which to 
be ſure is a wild Conjecture. 


H 2 young 


l L 52 
young Hallo took particular Care to di- 
rect, ſome at one Part, ſome another, but 
moſt of them were emptied full in Tyue- 

man's Face. Let all this time Will af- 

fected to ſit by, quiet and unconcerned, 

till he had the Mortification to find tha 
even here, neither he, nor all his 
Veftry-Men, could get the leaſt Dirt to nick 
on the Squire, although it was poured 
our upon him like an Inundation. 5 8 

At this, diſappointed Will was almoſt 
mad, he roſe up in a great Fury, and 
ran Home, to conſider of further Pro- 
Jets, ſome of which, we intend ſuc- 
cinctly to relate in our next Chapter. 
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Wille wiolent Antipathy to Watchmen and 

Conſtables. His Speech agamſ#. keeping 

4 Standing Watch in Snarlton: A Di- 

alogue on this Subject. The finiſbing of a 

this Adventure; and of the firſt Part 1 
of this Hiſtory. e 


W HILE William was in great Per- 
plexity about the preſent Situation 
of his Affairs, one of his young Engineers 
acquainted him, that it was to be deter- 
mined in Veſtry the next Morning, what 
Number of Watchmen were neceſſary for 
the Service of Snarlton, for the enſuing 
Year, and what Tax was requiſite for 
their Maintenance. 

This awakened Grygg from his Melan- 
choly ; ir inſpired him with a new Con- 
trivance to perplex the Steward, and im- 
patiently: he waited for the Morning to 
finiſh his Project. | N 

Here, (for the better underſtanding of 
this Chapter, ) it may be convenient to in- 
5 form 


[564] 


form the Reader, that Will, from his 
Infancy, had taken up 2 violent Antipa- 
thy to Watchmen, Conſtables, and ſuch 
mad of Officers; for which "ſingular 


Temper, many Dion are allies by 
the Curious. 


Some imagine 12 it was ee e | 


by Wills being ſeized by one of | thoſe 
Night. Guards, as he was attempting to 
rob my Lord's Orchard: Others, ſay, that 
he was hindred by ſome of thoſe Fellows, 
from — —.— a Friend of his privately 
into my Lord's Manſion Houſe, who was 
in one Night to kill my. Lord, hang che 
Steward, take Poſſeſſion of the |Eftate, 


kick out my Lord's Family, . and give the 


beſt Leaſe, in the Mamor to wal for his 
good Offices. But, as there appear to 


be Variety of Opinions, it is the Hiffo- 


rians Part only to fer them down, and let 

the impartial World judge for irſelf, 

\ Scarce had the Squire acquainted the 

' Deputies of the Pariſh with the Cuſtom, 
= Convenience, and the Neceſſity of 

7 mining a en Watch, bur. Will 
— aroſe 


0 For inſtance, ſup 


L551 3 
aroſe with great ſeeming Deliberation n 
chus haran gued: the; A 


Galla, a lea dun: 


cc wot Ty you all; bilieve, * 


ce there is nothing fo dear to Grigg, as 
« the Preſervation of your Liberties; and 


« as the preſent Deſign of keeping up a 


« Standing Watch in this Town, is the 


e r Invaſion of thoſe Liberties, I 
hope el, n. will concur wich me in diſ- 


cc lowing It; p 4 | 587 
can dle firſt: 1 4 Anke 
« formidable the Power of ſuch a Body 


ce of Men may be to the Inhabitants of 
© Snarlton, eſpecially if they be directed 


= a Conſtable of an enterprizing Spi- 
poſe the Num- 


ce = of People in this Town, be Ter 
Thouſand ; and ſuppoſe twenty Watch-' 
© men be employ ed by them for the 


te Pariſb Service: How 129 would it be 
« for thoſe Twenty, at a proper Hour, 


<. to tye the Hands « all the Town's-folk, 
ce to turn 1 them out of their Houſes, and 
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«ſer the whole Town in a Blaze! Eſpe- 
* cially if it ſhould happen that a Steward 
« of Lord Lyon' s, (nor that I would ſeem 
« to imagine the preſent Squire capable 
« of making an ill Ule of this Power ;) 
ce but I ſay, that if an Evil Steward 
« ſhould be employed, what might he 
ee not do in ſuch a Caſe? Might he not 
te uſe the Conftables to break open your 
cc Houſes, and then take away your 
1e Leaſes; drive you like a Flock of 
e Sheep before him, and ride upon your 
© Necks ? What might not theſe twenty, 
cc reſolute Fellows perform, it ſet on, by 
c A wicked and abominable Steward? 
„ Why, a Man can neither be drunk, 
ec nor coef about the Streets, nor beat my 
© Lord's Footmen, nor ſpit in the 'Squire's 
«© Face, nor break my Lord's Windows, 
e nor do any inoffenſive; merry Pranks, 
« but theſe: Fellows will immediately! clap 
ec him in the Round Hauſe, under Pre- 
c tence of ſuffering no Diſturbance 
* in the Neighbourhood; And if this 
be not Slavery , I know not what 
e Slavery Is ——. 1991 0101 037? 
v 40 In 


C 575 
ee In the next place, conſider the great 
e Burthen of a Tax for their Mainte- 
% nance :/ You will ſay perhaps, that 
ee they take Care to watch your Doors, 


0 i all the Family are alleep, and 
ee that they may hinder Houſe-breakers, 


e Incendiaries, = other diſhoneſt Fellows 


from doing you any Injury. But, 
*. Gentlemen, I beg you to conſider, that 
_ «there is not, cannot be the ſmalleſt 
„ Danger of {ach Attempts, and there- 
c fore you ſhould have no Apprehenſion. 


I ſay, there is no Danger, and | hope 


ce my Words gy" 1 nn 1 # 


ee doubted. 


At this admirable 3 * whe 
- Aſſembly ſeemed in the greateſt Surprize : 
One ſmiled at the Oratorial and impor- 
tant Manner of Grigg's Delivery; ano- 


ther at the Wildneſs and Abſurdity of 


his Reaſoning; and others found (offi. 
ent and various Occaſions to turn him 
and his Oration to Ridicule. But all 
were univerſally! amazed at che Vamable- 


neſs of Wills Tempet, and the Uncer- 


oe 
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tainty of his Opinions : Every one made 
their own Conjectures of his preſent Aver- 
ſion, becaule, although he was faid to 
to have a natural Antipathy to Conſtables 
and Watchmen, yet either out of Whim, 
or a Proſpect of ſome Intereſt, which is 
moſt probable, he was formerly as ſtre- 
nuous for having a regular Watch in Snarl- 
il ton, as he ſeemed now to be againſt it. 

| Will's Uneaſineſs at theſe unpromiſing 
W - Symptoms was inconceivable : He fretted, 
i bit his Lips, hung his Head, and looked 
| - almoſt diſtracted ; till at laſt, a Gentleman, 
| who happened to be of an oppoſite Way 


of thinking, began the following Dialogue 
"wn W; Mam. 


Gent. 1 mould think, Mr. Grigg, that 
«it cannot look like any Infringement of 
our Liberties, to ſupport a regular Watch 
in Snarlton; becauſe they contribute 
con Property from the Rapine 
of Villains; are ready upon any ex- 


4 traordinary Occaſion to ſuppreſs Tu- 
e mults, or to aſſiſt the Inhabitants on 
76, wy nr — they are not 

9310111 wm fixed 
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c fixed in a Body in any one Street, but 
ce diſperſed through the whole Town, 
« in ſuch a manner as to make them 
ce anſwer the Conveniency of the Townſ- 
« folk, and not be in a Condition, if 
ce they had Inclination, to be guilty of 
ce any Act of Violence, or Injuſtice 
« themſelves. 1 

Will. « Sir, I muſt tell you, that you 
e miſtake the Matter entirely: That they 


ce that they may be called together with 
« 4 V hiſtle; I do not mean literally, with 
% a Whiſtle, — but, you know Ora- 
cc tors are allowed the Uſe of Figures, for 

ce the Decoration of their Speech, al- 
though ſuch Expreſſions may nor be 
ce literally true. We have heard of an 
te Army concealed at Knightsbridge, which, 


ce no doubt, is a Kind of Prophely of ; 


ce what may happen in Snarlton. I af- 
ce firm to you, Gentlemen, that the Stew- 
ce ard's Deſire ro have a Watch main- 


ce tained in this Town, is more out of 
© Fear, left his Maſter's Houſe, or his 


* own, ſhould be pulled about their Ears, 
La « than 


ce are not diſperſed ſo far aſunder, but 


— — — ———— ũꝗ::7—?d! —— — — 
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ce than out of any regard to the Saſery of 
«he Panih; '” - 


% Gent. har Knee e a 
ce very inſolent Aſſertion. My Lord is 
ce too well beloved by his Tenants, to 
« have the leaſt Apprehenſion of ill Uſage, 
ce from any one of them; and I believe 
ee Squire Trueman hath hs little Cauſe of 


„ Uneaſineis as his Maſter. But, ſup- 


& poſe the Steward had really a malicious 
* Intention, and could call theſe Men 
&© together in a Moment, of what mighty 
ce Service would twenty Men prove, where 
< ten Thouſand were to make oor 
& tion againſt them? 
Will. © Sir, I ſay the Squire is a 
« Knavs, and therefore he ought not to 
te be truſted. 
Gent. God Mr. Grieg, be patient, 
« and ſpare all perſonal Reflections: My 
« Lord's Steward, we all know, is only 
ce careful to preſerve Peace and Tranquil- 
ce lity in this Town : He would willingly 
ce ꝗetect Private Villains, who would ſtab 
& 4 Man in the Street, or ſet his Houſe 
© on Fire out of Envy, or ill Nature, 
| cc He 


*. 
% 
* W 
\ 


« He ſtrives to manage my Lords As- 
«. fairs in the moſt exact manner, and 
* neither ſuffer his Maſter to be impoſed 
« on, nor give the Tenants an juſt 
« Cauſe of Complaint : He 5 us 
« only to employ a few Men for our 
« own Security, who cannot poſſibly be 

« of any Diſſervice, and may be of im- 
ec menſe Benefit to the Tens and there- 
* fore, where the Profit will apparently 
ce be ſo great, and the Expence lo very in- 
60 e ee I think we ought not to 


cc have the leaſt Scruple to comply with 


« his Propoſal. - 
Vill. D---n the Sa - -I ay — 1 
« D---n the Watch! D---n the Con- 


'« ſtables ---! and Den you all! if 


ce you vote for having any Wach main- 
ce rained in Snarlton-—. I think my 
* ſelf the beſt, and moſt imparrial Judge 
ce in this Caſe-- -; and by G = - you 
50 mall repent refuſing my Advice - 
ce and remember Grigg {wears it - - -. 
Will ſat a while to obſerve how Mat- 
ters would end; but found all Things turn 
to be. Diſadvantage : unn they de- 


termined 


* * 
* 


| W hs | "Y . & © * "x * | | A | 5 4 * ö b 
i termined that a arch was neceſſary, and | 
the more ſo, from obſerving the impla- |} 
| cable Temper of William, who, to be {ure, | 


— . 
= 


mult have ſome private Reaſons for per- 
{wading the People to leave their Houſes 
without a Guard. 

Rage, Envy, Diſappointment, and the 
Contempt of all preſent, threw Will into 
a ſtrong Convulſion Fit; he had indeed, 
at particular times, for ſeveral Years paſt, 
been ſubject to a total Privation of his 
Senſe and Reaſon, and therefore this Acci- 
dent ſeemed nor ſo extraordinary in him 
as it would in any other Perſon. | 

The Aſſembly broke up, and left Vil- 
liam thoughtleſs, ſenſeleſs, and flupid ; in 
which Condition he continued a conſi- 
derable Time : Some ridiculed, and others 
pitied him ; bur the greateſt Part of them 
drew this Moral from WilP's general Cha- 
racter and Conduct; That all Attempts to 
injure others, moſt commonly create greater 
Injuries to our ſelves. | 

Thus, (candid Reader,) I have led thee 
through the firſt Part of this memorable 
renowned HISTORY, and ] hope not 
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without ſome Entertainment. I doubt 
not but my Native. ſtreet will be proud of 
having one more eminent Hiſtorian added 
to the Number of Modern,; and that my 
Labours will be as famous in Grub-ſtreet, 
as the Acts and Writings of William hath 
been hitherto. Of whoſe further curious 
EXPLOITS, ve ſhall give a moſt exact 

| and impartial Account in the Second Part 


. of this valuable Work. 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
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" Quantity 'of Gele. Matter, in a 


ſnaller Compaſs than ever yet was EE. | 
' enced. Theſe Fire-Balls will be extremely 


_ uſeſal in foreign Expeditions ; for, a few 
of them, artfully thrown aber, will en- 

2 whole Nation, ſooner than other 

Balls of the ſame Nature would a ſingle 

Family. "Theſe Balls are to be had at 5 

Pamphler- Shope, for the Benefit of the 
Author, with proper Directions how to 

uſe them. 
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